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PREFACE

The states of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington possess breathtaking natural beauty,
abundant natural resources, thriving industry, and
above all, hearty people. The women of these states,
whose contributions sometimes go unrecognized,
have worked side by side with inen to improve the
lives of present and future Northwest citizens.
Northwest women take their places in lawmaking
bodies, boardrooms, and science laboratories. They
operate heavy machinery, manage schools and busi-
nesses, and create award winning art. This book
recognizes some of these outstanding women, frorn
varied ethnic and racial backgrounds, who have
contributed their time and talencs to make life more
beautiful in the Northwest.

Outstanding women are not lacking in the
Northwest-this small book includes only some of
therr. Our appreciation is extended to the following
state department of education equity specialists
who helped identify women in their states who
represent the hundreds who could fill these pages:
Annie Calkins, Alaska; Barbara Eisenbarth, Idaho;
Barbara Johnstone, Washington; and Robin Butter-
field and Hilda Thompson, Oregon. Newspaper
editors from various cities, especially Betty Ehlers,
Community Editor for the East Oregonian, were
also helpful.

Information on each woman was gathered from
resumes, autobiographical writings, artizles in
newsnapers, magazines, and booklets, and personal
or telephone interviews. Usually the method was a
combination of the avove; published sources util-
ized are identificd at the end of each article.

Also included in the book are suggestions for using
the biographies in classroom or counseling situa-
tions. Not designed as lesson plans, they are merely
suggestions for themes, objectives, and activities
that relate to the issues the wumen'’s stories address.

This book models one ccmpleted in February 1987
entitled Glimapses Into Pacitic Lives: Some OQut-
standing Women. Distributed to educators in
Hawaii and the Pacific Islands, and on the mainland
as well, it serves as a motivational tool in public
school classroom instruction and counseiing. This
book has the same purpose. It is our hope that the
exemplary lives described within these pages will
inspire young women and men to reach ior goals
that will not only enhance their own lives, but those
of other people.

Dr. Ethel Simon-McWilliams
Fran Caldwell




ETHEL SIMON-MCWILLIAMS

About the initiator and

:
manager of this project...

Dr. Ethel Simon-McWilliams
is a person who makes things
happen. Usually working be-
hind the scenes, pulling the
right strings, opening the
necessary doors, planning,
arranging, persuading, con-
ducting, and connecting, she
hasbeenkey toa multitude of
worthy projects and has been
a role model and mentor to
many persons. This book is
only one of numerous ac-
tivities in her iife devoted to
service.

Born in Washington, D.C. to Robert Simon, Sr.and  proud.” Such a balancing act prepared her for later
Erma Katherine Anderson Simon, Ethel attended  roles, but demanded great personal sacrifice. "Per-
segregated elementary and secondary public  sona) sacrifices are insignificant,” she says, "if you
schools with two sisters, Patricia and Jacquelyn,and  have a goal which will enable you to better assist in
a brother, Robert, Jr. Even as early as elementary  enhancing the quality of life for others.”

school, she was becoming aware of possibiiitics
available to her, and credits her mother and a
second-grade male teacher as motivators, persons
who taught he- to stretch herself to rcach goals.
Another person from her childhood who left a last-
ing impression was a black female psychiatrist, ex-
tremely rare at that time. She remembersbeing awed
by the shelves of books in the woman'’s office and
with the thought that this was a woman who could
understand the workings of the human mind and  Ethel's first job after recerving her bachelor’s degree
assist people in leading satisfying and productive  was as a classroom teacher of first graders in
lives. Washington, D.C. Atter five years, she became an
assistant to the principal in the same school. Frora
this beginning grew a long succession of positions.
She moved to South Carolina in 1971 to accept a job
with the Chester County Public Schools. Here she
held positions of Language Arts Coordinator, Coun-
ty Director of Secondary Reading and County Direc-
tor of Reading and Mathematics Laboratories. She
was, also, a feature columnist for the Lancaster,
South Carolina News. Her column was titled
"Soundings." Through this column she was able to
spotlight persons who were making significant con-
tributions in the community.

The bachelor’s degree led to a master’s in ad-
ministration and supervisicn from The George
Washington University in ¥ashington, D.C. and
finally a doctorate i: administration/curriculum
and instrustion from the University of South
Carolina. During the pursuit of these degrees she
aiso remained employed full time and participated
in community activities.

Ethel graduated from the District of Columbia
Teachers” College with a degree in elementary
education. In addition to working full-time while
attending secondary school, she also worked fuli-
time as a teacher in a nursery school, a clerk at the
U.S. Post Office, and aa assistant in a physician’'s
office during ber years of undergraduate study. All
her life she has held full-time jobs while at the same
time pursuing her education. Ethel has two
children, Cornell Chnistopher and Lisa Suzanne.
She adds that her mother, older sister and other
family members must be acknowledged for assist-
ing with the care of her children, who are both  In 1975 Ethel moved to Columbia, South Carolina,
CO“C‘gC grad uates and as she StQtCS"My children are where she was Qmployed by the State Deparu’nent
outstanding, productive adults of whom ! am very  of Education as a program specialist. She later be-
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came an Assistant Professor and Desegregation As-
sistance Center Director at the University of South
Carolina. In 1978 she received the Emergency
School Aid Act Award of South Carolina--"In ap-
preciationof your contribution to the integration of
publiz school systems of South Carolina."

Ethel relocated to Portlard in 1979 accepting a posi-
tion with the Northwest Regional Educational
Laboratory. She now serves as the Laboratory’s
Associate Executive Director and Desegregation As-
sistance Center Director.

The work has been fulfilling and continuously more
Jdem inding as time has progressed. Ethel describes
herself as "always aspiring, never arriving," and yet
many would considerany one of the responsibilities
she has held as "enough." However, "enough” does
not enter her vocabulary because work always
remains to be done, some program to initiate in
response to a need, another program to improve,
and yet another community organization or in-
dividual to help.

Whatdoesshe doin her spare time, away from work
and responsibility? More work. and responsibility,
but of a different kind. Her "avocation” is the com-
munity. Inthe ten and one-half years she has lived
in Portland, Ethel has either chaired or been a mem-
berofover40boards, commissions, committees, and
clubs. The following are just a few of which she is
or has been a member: St. Vincent Hospital and
Medical Center Advisory Board {first female chair-
person and chairperson of its Planning Policy Com-
mittee); St. Vincent Medical Foundation Council of
Truste s; Pacific Power and Light Ccznpany Board
of Directors < nd chairperson of its Audit Committe;
Oregen Cornmission on Public Broadcasting;
Portland Cable Regulatory Commission; The
Founders Club Board of Dircctors (treasurer);
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Arthritis Foundation Board of Directors; and
Oregon Symphony Association Board of Directors.

By far her most personally rewa:ding community
work has been as a member of both the Medical
Foundation Council of Trustees and the Advisory
Board of the St. Vincent Hospital and Medical Cen-
ter. She has devoted much time fostering the
hospital’s effort of providiig care to all wko have
needs whether they be medical, emotional, spiritual,
ete, regardiess of ability to pay. She says, "I get
great satisfaction from enhancing other people’s
being. [ feel that my being is making a difference for
others because of the part I am able to play." Other
community work and activities utilize and enhance
her corporate management skills.

This book, recognizing the achievement of women
in the Northwest, is another way FEthel seeks to
"enhance other people’s being." Years ago she
recognized the lack of equitable educational
materials celebrating the achievements of women.
Her first book of this nature. Glimpses Into Pacific
Lives: Some Outstanding Women, was written
about women in the Pacific Islandsand was so well-
received by school personnel and others, not only in
the Pacific but the mainland, that she believed the
same should be done about women in the
Northwest.

Glimpses Into Northwest Lives: Some Qutstandirig
Womr »nis only a small piece of the whole of Ethel’s
endeavors which is a list of activities too long to
cnumerate in these pages. From first graders in
Washington, D.C. public schools to regional cor-
porations and the entire national educatiun scene.
her presence and positive works have left a definite
mark. This book would beincomplete without men-
tion of the outstanding woman who made it pos-
sible.

Fran Caldwell
Writer/Editor

~1
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DELORES CHURCHILL
Traditional Rasket Weaver

-
v

Delores Churchill iscarrying on a traditional art, one
passed on from generation to generation for cen-
turies, and shr has in turn taughbt her daughters,
Holly and April, the ancient craft of Haida spruce
and cedar basketry.

Delores’s mother, Selina Peratrovich, who died at
the age of 95 in 1984, learned the art of Haidz basket
weaving through many hours of watching a master
weaver. Bornin the Haida village of Masset in the
Queen Charlotte Islands, British Columbia, Selin'.
devoted herself to the perfection of her art. So
seriously did she take herwork that she required her
own daughter, Delores, to fulfill a seven year ap-
prenticeship before she could be considered profi-
cient enough to teach Haida basketry herself.

Delores, as one of ten chiidren, was born in her
mother’s Haida Indian village, and for a number of
years spoke only thetraditional language. When the
family moved for medical reasons when her sister
became ill, she learned English in a school in Prince
Rupert. She was 16 when her mother, then
widowed, brought her to Alaska.

At first Selina did not want to teach Delores bas-
ketry. Indian tradition requires a daughter to learn
from someone other than her mother. Selinalearned
from her husband’s mother. When Delores enrolled
in her mother’s class in Haida basketry at Ketchikan
Community College, Selina refused to teach her. It
was only when the college director intervened, in-
sisting Deloreshad paid her fees and mustbe taught,
that Selina finally consented.

Delores was reluctant also. She had a promising
career in progress in medical accounting and satis-
fying hobbies that included hiking, biking, and
scuba diving. It wasonlyatherhusband’s prodding
thatshedecided to learn. Her husband feared Haida
weaving would die with Selina as she was the only
one living who knew the skill well. This had hap-
pened with Siletz Indian basketry when the fast
weaver died.

Once the conflir*s were resolved, mother and
daughter taught many Haida basketry workshops
not only in their city, Ketchikan, Alaska, butall over

the U.S. and in Canada and Finland. Delores has
since added the weaving techniques of Tsimshian,
Tlingit, Athabascan, Aleut, and Nootka Indians to
her art and has combined themin snme of her works.

Basket weaving is a highly demanding art. From
harvesting raw materials and preparing them
properly to the complicated process of weaving,
strength, dexterity, and precision are required. In
addition, a healthy dose of patience is essential.
Delores says, "There is no romance in basket weav-
ing. It is hard, dirty, and time consuming. Many
take classes, but few continue weaving."

Spruce root and cedar bark are the main materials
used in Haida weaving. Delores remembers hating
ine pungent smell of yellow cedar as a child . The
odor fiiled their house and was ‘he first thing
noticed when entering. Now she loves the smell.
Cedar bark can only be collected during May, June,
and July. Trees with high bottom branches are
selected. The bark is grabbed and pulled back until
the strip is 10-15 feet long. It is then broken by
whipping from side to side. Spruce root must be
gathered in the sandy soil near Juneau where the
roots grow straight. Collecting roots involves a two
mile walk each way into the forest, a trek Selina
joined even at the age of 94. Only young and tender
roots are selected, never thicker than thelittle finger.
Roots are pulled from the ground, heated over an
open fire, and then pulled and split, a long, arduous
process. Inboth cases, the cedar and spruce trees are
always left healthy. Haida weavers show great
respect for the trees.

In 1984, the mother and daughter team was invited
to participate in the American Folklife Festival at the

Lo
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Smithsonian Institute in Washingtors D.C. There
they exhibited Haida basketry and demonstrated
their unique craft for interested audiences.

Having gained even wider recognition, their baskets
are now exhibited as far away as Hambrrg, West
Germany, in the Museum for Volkerkunde, and
each woman has received a special state award,
Delores the Alaska State Legislative Award and her
mother the Governor’s Award for the Arts.

Both April Vamnell and Holly Churchill, Delores’s
daughters, are learning ti:e art of basketry. Before
their grandmother died, she had the opportunity to
view Holly’s first basket. “You wet your cedar strips
too much," was her only co/nment.

Perfection, as required by a master weaver, is what
has kept the art of Haida basketry beautiful and
unchanged. Delores and her daughters now bear
the responsibility of passing the craft to othersin its
original form. Delores Churchillis actively engaged
in doing just that.

Sources:

Beaumont, Mary and Debbie Piper. "Selina Peratrovich.”
1988 Women in Alaska History, Curriculum Guide.
Alaska Department of Education. 1948,

Deminert, Jane. "Haida Basket Weavers." Alaska Native
News. (March, 1984) 32+,

Grey, Honey. "Ketchikanite, Delores Churchill." Alaskan
Magazine. 17 (Sept. 1982): 2-5.
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MARVEL CROSSON
Bush Pilot

Marvel Crosson was the first woman in Alaskan
history to receive a pilot’s license. Bush flying, no
easy job, was not only her livelihood but her per-
sonal satisfaction.

Marvel and her brother Joe learned to fly in San
Diego, California. Later, Joe was offered a job flying
passengars and mail in Alaska. Marvel wanted to
go with him, but their finances afforded transporta-
tion for only one—-Joe. Marvel stayed behind work-
ing daily in a camera shop but spending every
available moment chalking up flight time.

She made friends with the pilots at the airfield but
she wrote, "There was something abot this fellow-
ship that used to get under my skin and make me
bite my lips. These good feilows never forgot that I
was a girl! There was a shade of condescension in
their palship - they acted as though it wasa pleasant
tidng for a girl to be interested in flying, but ‘just
among us men’'it was of no importance. I could feel
the cex line drawn againstine, in spite of the fact that
they were splendid fellows and pals of Joe."

When Joe returned, Marvel had recorded over 200
hours of solo piloting, impressing her brother and
the other pilots. Regarding this, Marvel said, "No
one ever thought of me asa ‘woman pilot’ anymore.
I had the supreme satisfaction of having skown
them all that a woman could fly as well and as
securely as a man." This time Marvel accompanied
Joe to Alaska. She was eager to try bush flying.

They arrived in Alaska when Marvel was 27 years
old in 1927. In that same year, Marvel passed her
flight examination and obtained the first pilot’s
license ever earned by a woman in the Alaska ter-
ritory. Bush pilots must also be good mechanics. Joe
said Marvel was the better mechanic and could
"smell out" a weak spot in a plane at one sniff and
most certainly fix it faster than he could.

At that time, many Alaskans had bad feelings for
pilots. Dog mushers and those who owned busi-
nesses along the mushing trails were not happy to
see more and more passengers, freight, and mail go

by plane when in the past dogs had been the chief
means of transportation. Some roadside estab-
lishments put up signs that read "No Jcgs nor pilots
allowed."

In spite of this attitude, Marvel made friendsamong
the Alaskansto whomshe made deliveriesin remote
areas of North Alaska. Her fresh produce and
friendly conversation were welcomed by the rugged
inhabitants. They admired the spunk of this young
woman whose daring matched that of their own in
braving the frozen lands of Alaska. Later these
people dedicated a public holiday i.. her honor.

Marvel’s skill at flying continually increased, and in
the apring of 1929, she set a new altitude record for
women. Not long after this, in the fall, she was the
first to file an official entry in the National Women’s
Air Derby. This event, appearing to be another op-
portunity to test her growing abilities, proved to be
the final chapter of her life,

On August 19, 1929, while competing in the Derby,
her plane developed engine problems on a flight
from Santa Monica to Cleveland. Siz: miles north of
Welton, Arizona, her body was found entangled in
a parachute that opened too late.

Having spent only two years of her young life in
Alaska, Marvel Crosson, nevertheless, left an in-
delible mark on the state and opened the door for all
women pilots who followed.

b,
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Sources:

Bode, Linda. "Marvel Crosson.” Alaska Women in
Science and Studies. Alaska Department of Educa-
tion, Division of Educational Program Support,
Title IV Sex Desgregation Technical Assistance
Grant. 1987.

"Marvel Crosson’s Kid Brother Flies On." Everyweek
Magazine. 1925.
Photo provided by Alaska Aviation Heritage
Museum
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MAHALA ASHLEY
DICKERSON
Attorney and Civil Righ:s Activist

h g

Atage 77, Mahala Ashley Dickerson has not slowed
down much. She still practices law in her office in
Anchorage, Alaska, and swims regularly in her in-
door pool at her homeste:ad in Wasilla, Alaska.

Mahala wesbornand spent her early dayson a farm
in Montgo:nery, Alabama, one of three daughters
born to school teacher parents. Her father not only
taught school, but ran a small farm and a grocery
store and sold insurance on theside.

Following her parents’ example, Mahala became a
school teacher after graduating Phi Beta Kappa (con-
ferred in 1986) from Fisk University in 1935; but,
operating on a strength and direction deep w.thin
herself, she did not stop there. Instead, she went
after alaw degree and in 1945 graduated cum laude
from Howard Ur.iversity Law School. She was the
first black womar: attorney in the state of Alabama
joining only two black male attorneys.

For awhile she practiced law in Indiana, but while
ona vacation in Alaska, she fell inlove with the state
and in 1958 moved there, becoming the first black
attorney in Alaska. The friendly people and beauti-
ful landscape had enticed her. She lived on her own
homestead of 160 acres of Alaskan wilderness and
enjoyed staying in her small wooden cabin among
the trees and shrubs. Now this small cabin has been

2placed with a beautiful home overlooking a lake,
boasting windows on all sides and an indoor swim-
ming pool. Shelves .. books line the walls of this
home, evidence of Mahala’s life-long love of read-
ing. Every Fourthof July Mahala hosts a gianit picnic
with plenty of food, rowing on the lake, and other
outdoor activities.

Mahala has practiced law in Alaska since 1958 and
has continually fought for the rights of women and
minorities.

St has taken a number of "peonage” cases of black
tenant farmers. Forced to work for landlords to pay
off crippling debts, these farmers owed far more
tnan they could ever pay off in one growing season.
Mahala called this system "an extension of slavery"”
because there was no way for a farmer to crawl out
from this mountain of debt. If he left, his wife and

children would be detained until he came back to
face court charges.

A casei.: 1975 involved female university professors
who received less pay than male, professors at the
same level. The case was lost in the lower courts but
was later appealed and reversed, establishing a
precedent throughout the states.

In 1982, while defending a black client on assault
charges, she, herself, was sued in a $400,000 slander
che. ge because she publicly called Anchorage police
"haters of blacks." The suit was eventually dis-
missed but Mahala never took back her words,
claiming they were true.

For her courageous efforts in the cause for
minorities, she has won numerous awards. In 1982,
the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) Award went to her, and
in 1985 she received the Zeta Phi Beta Award for
distinguished service in the field of law and also the
Bahaii Award for service to humanity. Inaddition,
she was the first black to hold the position of presi-
dent of the National Association of Women
Lawyers.

Mahala was married twice, each time for a period of
three years. She says she is in favor of marriage but
always found it difficult. Marriage did give hera set
of triplets. John is a physical therapist in New York
City, Henri Christopher (named after the Haitian
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rebel) is a nationally recognized body builder, and
Alfred died at the age of 20.

To aspiring young women who would like to be-
come lawyers, Mahala says, "Go forit" Evenasa
septuagenarian, Mahala exhibits the energy thathas
characterized her throughout her life. She has never
beenafraid to do or say what she believed was right.

Sources:
Alaska Department of Education. "Mahala Ashley
Dickerson.” (Draft copy - Unpublished at this time).

ot




-

&
v

LYDIA FCHN-HANSEN

Home Economist and Teacher

o
v

In spite of numerous closed doors and what she
called "muddled thinking" of power figures, Lydia
Fohn-Hansen was able to do her work as a home
economist in early Alaska in a way that brought
education and inspiration to all she encountered.

Lydia and her colleague Martha Parks arrived in
Alaska from teaching positions at Iowa State
University in June of 1925, having been hired by Dr.
Charles Bunnell to teach home economics at Alaska
Agricultural College in Fairbanks. It was known
that he had hired two for a single position because
he feared losing one of them in the middle of a
teaching term because "women usually get married
and leave theprofession.” Lydia headed the depart-
ment and was awarded extra responsibilities such
asorganizingand directing special teas and dinners,
designing costumes and stage decorations for the
drama department, and teaching "special interest
courses."

In 1927, to the frustration of the college adrninistra-
tion, Lydia married Hans Fohn-Hansen. It was un-
written policy at the school that married women
should not be allowed to teach. Although she was
not dismissed, she was never mentioned in print as
seing a member of the faculty.

Using Smith-Lever funds, Lydia began her exten-
sion work in Alaska in 1930. She organized 4-H
Clubs and Homemakers Clubs in Fairbanks and
initiated more Homemakers Clubs in Matanuska,
Eklutna, Anchorage, and Seward.

This was an exciting time in nutrition research as
vitamins and minerals had just beendiscovered and
much new information was becoming available.
Lydia found that misconceptions concerning nutri-
tion were common, especially in the more primitive
areas. She traveled all over the state for months ata
tirne, transporting her canning, sewing, and weav-
ing equipment and spreading informationand skills
wherever she went. Such behavior from a married
woman, leaving her husband behind, was con-
sidered rebelliousin the 30s.

Lydia was one of the first to spin and weave musk
ox wool. Her husband wore a scarf she had woven

to Seattle and took hundreds of orders for musk ox
woven articles. Having recruited village women to
knit the unique wool, soft as cashmere and very
warm, Lydia sent their products all over the country
forresale.

The year after the Director of Extension Services at
the college had almost refused to reimburse Lydia‘s
expenses for travel by plane on the grounds that air
transportation was "inappropriate for women," the
Agricultural College passed a new rulingevenmore
discriminatory. The new rule stated that "a woman
could not be hired if her husband was employed.”
Regarding the new dictum, Lydia wrote inherdiary,
"A backward step. Why not make a ruling that men
with independent incomes not be allowed to work.
What a lot of muddled thinking."

Soon after, Lydia resigned from her position at th
college and became an assistant at the Deadwood
Creek Mine near Circie Hot Springs. About two
years later in 1938, her husband died from tuber-
culosis.

In 1940, she returned to the Extension Service at the
college where she stayed until 1959. During this
time, she received two major honors. In 1954, the
University of Alaska granted her an Honorary Doc-
torate of Humanities. She was the first woman ever
to receive it. Additionally, in 1957, she became the
first Alaskan to receive the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Superior Service Award, the highest
department employee award given.

Ittakes more than discrimination and unfair rules to
keep outstanding women from succeeding. Lydia
Fohn-Hansen fought prejudice wherever she




turned, and yet she was able to carry ouit her work
in an exemplary fashion and become a model for
other women.

Sources:

Bode, Linda. "Lydia Fohn-Hansen.” Alaskan Women in
Science and Social Studies. Department of
Education, Division of Educational Program
Support, Title IV Sex Desegregation Technical
Assistance Grant. 1987.

Stetson, Marguerite. "Dr. Lydia Fohn-Hansen. . . An Ad-
venturous Home Economist.” Alast Women’s
Magazine. (Oct./Nov.1977): 40.

Photo provided by Marguerite Stetson.
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BLANCHE PRESTON

MCSMITH
Civil Rights Activist
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Blanche Preston McSmith has had a strong feeling
for civil rights all her life. From the time she was a
child listening to her Baptist minister father’s set-
mons against racism and prejudice of all kinds, to
today as she compiles material for her book onblack
history, she has recognized and foughtagainstinjus-
tice.

Blanche’s parents were both involved in education,
her mother as a teacher and her father as a principal.
They raised their three children in Texas with a
healthy respect for education. As a result, Blanche
graduated from Wiley College with a bachelor of
arts degree and later a doctor of law degree and
¢ Jlowed these with a master’s degree in socivlogy
from the University of Southern California in Los
Angeles.

Blanche married Williarn McSmith, an electrical en-
gineer in 1949. He was hired in March. of that year
by the Federal Government in Kodiak, Alaska, and
in September Blanche followed.

On arriving in Alaska, Blanche developed an inter-
estin real estate and became the first black realtor in
Alaska. It was in this position that she became
aware of the blatant racism tha* existed. Blacks
could not purchase or build homes in areas of their
choice. The house of a black man was burned down
when he built it in a white neighborhood.

Incidents such as this motivated Blanche and 10
others to organize Alaska’s first National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). Their aims were to open jobs and
residential areas to people of color and integrate
public places.

Blanche has been refused service in restaurants and
heard of other blacks being served horseradish in
their oatmeal. Due to these actions and othcrs, she
made segregated restaurants a target. Once sheand
others sat for four hours in a restaurant in
Anchorage ..aiting to be served. When she went
outside to see why some other friendshad not joined
her, she found that the front door had been locked.
Upon returning to the restaurant, she found that the
management had turned off the lights on her
friends.

With memories such as these, it is no wonder that
when she was appointed to the Alaska Legislature,
her first priority was civil rights. As the first and
only black woman up to this time in the Alaska
Legislature, she introduced the first bill calling fora
Civil Rights Commission. She also worked very
hard for Alaska’s statehood. One of many activities
involved flying to Washington D.C. with a group of
Alaskans called Operation Statehood. They spenta
week in Washington pushing to make Alaskaa state.

Blanche served as Director of the Public Employ-
ment Program and was the associate editor of
Alaska’s first black newspaper, Alaska Spotlight.
She received the Black Caucus Pioneer Award and
the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) Human Relations and
Community Service Award. In addition, Blanche
has received a very special award from her
hometown. In Marshall, Texas, her name can be
found on the Harrison County Museum’s Wall of
Distinction. This honor was installed by the Texas
Sesquicentennial Committee and the Harrison
County Historical Soziety.

Blanche has lived in Juneau since 1972 and remains
active in a number of areas. She has one daughter,
Kymberly, and one grandson, Teedy. She collects
artifacts of the black experience and enjoys music of
all kinds, especially opera, gospel,and blues. Work-
ing on her book, a history of blacks in Alaska, she is
a tireless advocaie for ali who have suffered dis-
crimination.

Sources:
Alaska Department of Education. "Blanche McSmith"
(Draft Copy - Unpublished at this time).
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One might call Nancy McCleery a late bloomer;
others might say she has her priorities in the right
order. Whatever the case, many people, both in
Alaska und the rest of the world, can appreciate her
remarkable talentin writing.

Nancy did not attend college until her late 30's, but
kept herself very busy raising two children and
giving piano lessons at home. She received a
bachelor of arts in English when she was 40 and
continued schooling to complete her master of arts
when she was 46. Class assignments had her writing
poetry and she discovered, through the praise of her
professors, that she had a special talent for writing.

She taught poetry at Anchorage Community Col-
lege, but in addition to this, Nancy involved l.erself
in a number of challenging projects, all designed to
bring the joy of poetry to as many people as possible.

Nancy has conducted poetry workshops in nur .ing
homes and prisons, filling up hearts and hands that
may have been empty before. She also occasionally
does workshops in schools under the Poet in the
Schools program. In February 1979, she taught
poetry to gifted children in Port Townsend,
Washington, as part of a special project involving
four other poets.

At Rabbit Creek Elementary School in Anchorage,
Nancy has left a permanent mark. She and a col-
league, Paula Dickey, a visual artist, created a mural
composed of calligraphy tiles. Featured in the
design are poerns written by students of Rabbit
Creek Elementary who participated in one of
Nancy’s workshops. Nancy calls this wall "a per-
manent statement for poetry and the potential that
young people have for expressing themselves."

The Visual Arts Center of Alaska displayed 32 of
Nancy’s poems about deities, spirits, and angels as
complements to the collage work of the artist David
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NANCY MCCLEERY
Pogt

Edlefson. Entitled Runes and Ruins, the exhibition
of mixed media drew audiences from both areas of
interest-art and poetry.

Another project drew on Nancy’s musical
knowledge. For Nebraskan musician Robert Wal-
ters, she researched and composed three operatic
libretti. The music was composed to correspond to
the lyrics which were modified as necessary.

Raised in Nebraska, but a resident of Alaska for 11
years, Nancy has a fondness for both states. Her
latest book of poems Siaying the Winter, printed in
1987 by Cummington Press, features both in a col-
lection of 37 poems. Sometimes contrasting the two
states as in "Monarch," "Family on the Platte," and
"Plum Blossom," and sometimes describing each
separately, the poems create a magical mixture of
history, culture, and geography in beautiful poetic
imagery.

Though her poetic career had what some might
describe as a late start, it has been well fueled with
ideas and images from a full life which, through her
poems, workshops, and other endeavors, she isable
to share with the world.

Sources:

Beaumont, Mary and Debbie Piper. "Nancy McCleery."
1988 Women in Alaskan History, Curriculum Cuide.
Alaska Depariment of Education. 1988.
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ELIZABETH WANAMAKER

PERATROVICH
Civil Rights Activist
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July Fourth is Independence Day in the United
States. It is also the birthday of Elizabeth
Wanamaker Peratrovich, 1911-1958, who helped to
make independence and the liberties which accom-
pany it a reality for Native Alaskans. Her efforts to
pass Alaska’s first antidiscrimination bill resulted in
a law that extends civil rights to all Alaskan citizens,
including Native Alaskans who had previously
been deprived of their rights as U.S. citizens. The
law was signed and put into effect February 16,1945.
It provided for "full and equal accommodations,
facilities, and privileges to all citizens in places of
publicaccommodation within the jurisdiction of the
Territory of Alaska.”

Thelaw might never have passed had it not been for
Elizabeth Peratrovich and her husband Roy. Both
worked tirelessly to bringabout the fair treatment of
Native Alaskans by writing letters to government
officials and newspapers and generally making
known the issues of discrimination. On February 8,
19435, they appeared on the floor of the Alaska State
Legislature to speak in favor of House Bill 14, an
antidiscrimination bill that had failed to pass twice
before. In his book Many Battles, the late Ernest
Gruening, then Alaskan Territorial Governor,
described an event that will undoubtedly remain in
the memories of all who were in attendance that
dark, rainy day in Juneau, Alaska.

Alaska’s senators were in session prepared to again
debate this infamous bill. Though it had passed by
a vote of 9 to 5in the House, violent opposition was
expecied in the Senate. Two senators rose and
presented impassioned speeches against the bill.
Senator Allen Shattuck from Juneau argued, "The
races should be kept farther apart. Who are these
people, barely out of savagery, who want to as-
sociate with us whites with 5,000 years of recorded
civilization behind us?"

Senator Frank Whaley, a bush pilot and gold miner
from Fairbanks, was even more adamant. Accoid-
ing to Gruening, Whaley "didn’t want to sit next to
Eskimos in a theater."
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Another opponent said it would be "30 or 40 years
before Alaska Natives would be equal to the white
man.”

The Peratroviches sat silently through this defama-
tion, and when the public was invited to speak in
reference to the bill, Elizabeth rose and announced
that she would like to speak. The room was quiet as
she approached the platform. She was a beautiful
woman, age 34, with her long hair neatly swept up
on her head and her clothing clean, pressed and
stylish on a slim, 5 -foot, 5 -inch frame held straight
and proud. A hush of awe and expectation fell over
the room crowded with curious spectators.
Elizabeth Peratrovich spoke in a clear, unwavering
voice.

“Twould not have expected that I who am barely out
of savagery, would have to remind gentlemen with
5,000 years of recorded civilization behind them of
our bill of rights.”

"When my husband and I came to Juneau and
sought a home in a nice neighborhood where our
children could play happily with our neighbor’s
children, we found such a house and arranged to
lease it. When the owners learned that we were
Indians they said ‘no.” Would we be compelled to
live in the slums?”

Everyone present knew of the conditions of which
she spoke. Ugly signs reading "No natives allowed"
and "We cater to White trade only" were prominent-
ly displayed in many commercial establishments.

WIS
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Native Alaskans were habitually barred from cer-
tain residential, shopping, and dining areas and
treated as inferiors.

Senator Shattuck coldly inquired, "Will this law
eliminate discrimination?"
Elizabeth with no hesitation responded, "Do your

laws against larceny, rape, and murder prevent
those crimes?”

She continued, "There are three kinds of persons
who practice discrimination. First, the politician
who wants to maintain an inferior minority group
fo that he can always promise them something;
second, the Mr. and Mrs. Jones who aren’t quite sure
of their social position and who are nice to you on
oneoccasionand can’tsee you on others, depending
on who they are with; and third, the great Superman
who believes in the superiority of the white race."

Her final words were aimed carefully and brought
her opponents to submission. She announced that
such discriminatory practices had "forced the finest
of our race to associate with white trash." She con-
cluded with a stinging condemnation of the "super
race” attitude. When she finished speaking, initially
there was a stunned silence and then a strong burst
of applause from the spectators. The senate passed
the bill 11 to 5.

Elizabeth’s strength came from a devotion, shared
by her husband, to the cause of Native Alaskan
rights. At the time of her speech, she was Grand
President of the Alaska Mative Sisterhood; her hus-
band was the same for the Alaska Native Brother-
hood.

A Tlingit Indian and adopted daughter of Pres-
byterian missionaries, Andrew and Mary
Wanamaker, Elizabeth attended Western College of
Education in Bellingham, Washington, and in 1931

married Roy Peratrovich, son of a Yugoslavian
father and Tlingit mother. They had three children.
Today Roy Jr. is a civil engineer with his own en-
gineering firm in Anchoiage, and Frank is an
employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Juneau.
Their daughter Loretta is retired and lives in Moses
Lake, Washington. Nine grandchildren and four
great grandchildren have joined the family.

Elizabeth died December 1, 1958, at the age of 47
after a long struggle with cancer.

Alaska has been touched permanently by the
Peratroviches, and in 1988, Alaska’s governor made
their recognition official by proclaiming February
16th as Elizabeth Peratrovich Day in honor of the
speech that changed the minds and lives of many
people. Roy Peratrovich, who had looked forward
to the day of the dedication, died just nine days
before on February 7th. He would have been espe-
cially pleased to see this honor confirmed. After the
bill's passage, he had told his children, "It was all
your mother."

The Peratroviches will be remembered for bringing
about legal affirmation of the rights of Native Alas-
kans not only on February 16th, the anniversary of
thebill’s signing, but every time Alaskanslive, shop,
and attend public activities of their choice.

Sources:

Evans, Lori. "Elizabeth Peratrovich, Thursday Celebra-
tion to Pay Tribute to Work of Native Civil Rights
Activist."Juneau Empire. Feb 15, 1989.

“Native Leader Dies in Juneau at Age 79." Juneau
Empire. Feb. 8,1989.

"Super Race Theory Hit in Hearing." Juneau Empire.
Feb. 6,1945.




LINDA ROSENTHAL
Violinist

Linda Rosenthal, one of the most accomplished
musicians in Alaska, has donea great deal to spread
the appreciation of fine music throughout the state.

She began her career at age six when she first took
violin lessons in Chicago. By age 10, she had won a
solo violinappearance with the Chicago Symphony.
This was the first of many prestigious performances
in a musical career that was to span numerous
countries and many years.

Throughout high school and collegg, her dedication
to music gave her confidence, and her skill con-
tinually improved. After graduating from the
University of Indiana, she went on to study with
Jascha Heifetz in Los Angeles. Here she met and
married Paul Rosenthal, a fellow violinist. They
have been married for 19 years.

Her musical talent has taken her all over the world
from the International Bach Festival in Madeira,
Portugal, to Okinawa, Japan, where she coached
students in chamber music. She has performed in
recitals and concerts worldwide.

As an Alaskan, her efforts to promote music ap-
preciation in the state have been constant and am-
bitious. Basing herself at the University of Alaska,
Southeast, where she is an Associate Professor of
Music for students of violin and chamber music, she
travels all over Alaska, even to the most remote
logging towns and settlements above the Arctic
Circle. Her concerts in Alaskan communities are
sponsored by the Alaska State Council on the Arts.
Under the Artists-in-Residence program, she has
combined performance and teaching in Aleskaand
also Vermont.

Two spedial events taking place annually in Alaska
were founded by Linda Rosenthal and continue
through her direction. The Annual Alaska String
Chamber Music Symposium, founded in 1977, and
the week long Juneau Jazz and Classics Festival
bring musicians and audiences together from all
over the country in musical celebration.

She has now completed her first solo recording
which features nineteenth century romantic music
including some of her favorite pieces: "Hora Stac-
catti,” Rumanian folk dances; "Perpetual Motion;"
"A Lullaby;" and "Bohemian Fantasy." Her accom-
panist, Lisa Bergman, is a pianist from Seattle,
Washington.

Linda has devoted herself to music and finds the
innumerable hours of practice rewarding and ex-
hilarating. Whether alone or in a group, she enjoys
the challenge of interpreting the composer’s work
and incorporating her personal style, or that of the
group in collaboration, to produce beautiful music.

Long noted for hunting, fishing, mining and rugged
men and women, Alaska has been graced by a bit of
culture from the talented hands of Linda Rosenthal,
whose untiring efforts have enhanced the entire
state.

Sources:

Beaumont, Mary and Debbie Piper. "Linda Rosenthal.”
1988 Women in Alaska History, Curriculum Guide.
Alaska Department of Education. 1988.
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In a speech in University of Alaska’s Grant Hall,
Irene Ryanoncesaid, "The pioneer women of Alaska
-not all of them were dancehall girls known as Lou."
Irene, for one, did not fall into the "Lou" category.
Her entire life exemplifies pioneer spirit in the face
of obstacles. Her trek from waitress to chairperson
of Alaska’s State Senate Resource Committee was
rife with obstacles, but she turned each of them into
abuilding block.

Irene first arrived in Alaska in 1931, an adventurous
22yearold, laid off as abuilding contractor in Texas.
From Seward, her arrival point, she flew to
Anchorage in heruncle’s plane and began working
aseriesof low paying odd jobs: waitress, bank clerk,
secretary. Itdidn’t take her very long to realize that
she needed more education if she wanted to seek
higher paying jobs.

With this in mind, she left Alaska to enter the New
Mexico School of Mines. Here she faced an all male
student body who did not know how to treat a
femaleclassmate. They finally accepted her on three
conditions: she must (1) light her own cigarette, (2)
open doors for herself, and (3) fail to hear objec-
tionablelanguage. Receiving her degreein 1940, she
was the first woman to ever graduate from the
school. She was now a geological engineer with a
special knowledge of micro-paleontology. Irene
was ready to tackle Alaska again.

On her return, she applied to the Civil Aeronautics
Administration for a position o engineer in charge
of building airfields. She was hired as a stenog-
rapher, but after six months, the agency realized her
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IRENE RYAN
Engineer and Legislator
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worth and put her in an engineering position
responsible for designing plans for 30 airfields and
communication towers throughout the state. From
this position, she was able to show her capabilities
and began to accumulate an impressive array cf
achievements.

After World War II, she became an independent
consultant promoting Alaskan petroleum explora-
tion and also served as a consulting engineer on the
Anchorage International Airport. She was the first
woman to solo in a plane from Merrill Field in
Anchorage.

Her record in Alaskan politics shows an appoint-
ment in 1965 as Commissioner of Economic
Development by the late Governor Bill Egan; two
sessions of the territorial legislature as an elected
representative, and onetermasasenatorin Alaska’s
first state senate. Here she served as chairperson of
the Resources Committee where she was involved
in drafting the laws under which Alaska‘s resources
were developed. The substantial oil revenues from
Prudhoe Bay are a product of laws she helped pass.

Nominated twice as Alaskan of the Year, Irene Ryan
has proved herself overand over again. Even today,
inher 80’s, she travels throughout the state speaking
on "Women and Pioneering." No one could know
the subject better than she.

Sources:

Bode, Linda. "Irene Ryan." Alaska Women In Science
and Social Studies. Alaska Department of Education,
Division of Educational Program Support, Title IV
Sex Desegregation Technical Assistance Grant. 1987.




&
v

MOLLY SMITH

Theater Director
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When Molly Smith arrived in Juneau, Alaska, 11
years ago with 50 used theater seats and coffee cans
to fabricate stage lights, no one, including Molly,
could have imagined the Perseverance Theater as it
exists today. Situated on the main street of Douglas,
a small town on a sparsely populated island located
across the Gastineau Channel from Juneau, Alaska,
the theater has become a creative hot spot.

Molly’s dream had begun seven years earlier when
she was 19 years old, but was postporied until she
had earned a bachelor's degree from Catholic
University in Washington D.C. and a master’s de-
gree from American University. She thencame back
to Alaska ready to work on fulfilling her dream. "I
decided notto follow the moneytrail.. . riot to follow
my head, but my heart," she comments.

The name Perseverance comes from an old gold
mine outside Juneau, and Molly and her fellow
workers have made their theater a gold producing
endeavor, although the gold comes in the form of
quality drama. One of their firstand most successful
plays was evenentitled Pure Gold. Written by Suzie
Gregg Fowler, it was based on interviews with Alas-
kan old timers and performed in Readers’ Theater
style for over 150 audiences around the state.

From this beginning, the theater, a former bar, has
expanded on a major scale. The company now
stages five substantial productions a year and has
constructed a larger theater, containing 150 seats,
attached to the original. Beyond the production of
plays, the theater offers classes and workshops in
collaboration with the University of Alaska, and
hosts a Summer Theater Arts Rendezvous where
guest artists lead workshops for Alaskan theater
artists. Furthermore, for the past seven years, the
theater has sponsored a play writing contest in
which piaywrights can test their skill. The winning
plays are produced at the Perseverance facility. All
in all, Molly has succeeded in creating one of the
largest arts organizations in the state of Alaska, and
only four years after its inception, she received the
Governor's Award for the Arts in recognition of her
accomplishment.
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The theater’s productions cover a wide range:
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Caryl Churchill’s Top Girls,
Bertold Brecht's Mother Courage and Her Children,
and Dario Fo’s We Won't Pay! We Won’t Pay!
Other well known plays produced on the Per-
severance stage are The Cir.cks, You Can‘t Take It
With You, and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.

The production crew is composed of eleven mem-
bers, seven of them women. Molly’s mother Kay, at
age 63, is a frequent player. Each production is
made especially their own by adding a unique
touch. For example, the fairy tale from Grimm,
"Water of Life", was staged using Asian motifs. The
crew works closely on every production and has
formed a very strong bond based on cooperation
and communication. "I believe in the power of the
group," says Molly.

Since 1979, Molly Smith’s dream has come a long
way and continues to grow. The name Perseverance
identifies a quality Molly can attribute to herselfand
her colleagues. Without this quality, combined with
talent and hard work, Perseverance Theater might
not be the great boon to Alaska it is today.

Sources:

Beaumont, Mary and Debbie Piper. "Molly Smith." 1988
Women in Alaska History, Curriculum Guide.
Alaska Department of Education. 1988.

Stabler, David. "Molly Smith - a Woman With a Vision."
We Alaskans Magazine. (Feb, 24, 1985): 0-8.
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ROSANNA CHAMBERS

Nuclear Engineer and Teacher
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Born on October 28, 1942, Rosanna Chambers began
life in an ordinary American town, Pocatello, Idaho,
participating in the ordinary activities to which most
ordinary young girls are exposed - piano, singing
and dancing. However, by the time she had
graduated from Pocatello High School in 1960, she
had already proven herself to be extraordinary, and
her endeavors from that time up to the present have
made her a mrodel for young women everywhere.

Rosanna graduated valedictorian of her high school
class and even then leaned toward an interest in
math. In direct contradiction to the widely held
concept of "women cannot do mathematics,” she
began her studies at the University of Idaho and
earned a bachelor of science in mathematics cum
laude in 1964. During this time, she was elected to
membership in three academic honor societies:
Alpha Lambda Delta, Phi Kappa Phi, and Phi Beta
Kappa. She was also a member of Kappa Kappa
Gamma sorority.

She went on to graduate work in mathematics at the
university spring semester of 1964, Also serving as
a graduate teaching assistant at this time, she dis-
covered a definite pleasure from working with stu-
dents and, consequently, even today, she makes
time for teaching.

During the 1964-65 academic year, she won a
Fulbright Fellowship to study mathematics in Ger-
many and spent the year at Muenster in Westfalia
and Freiburg in Breisgau. Part of the time she lived
in the home of a German family who became life-
long friends. Her experiences there broadened her
view considerably, and she became fluent in the
German language.

Onreturning to the United States, Rosanna finished
her master of arts in mathematics in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, at the University of Wisconsin, working
under a National Science Foundation traineeship.
She enrolled in a doctorate program and taught
undergraduate mathematics courses.

In 1967, she accepted a mathematics teaching posi-
tion back at Idaho State but after one year meved to
Antigonish in Nova Scotia, Canada, to teach at St.
Francis Xavier University. This experience, lasting
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until May of 1970, proved a memorable one asit was
in Antigonish where Rosanna became an avid hock-
ey fan, learned to play the bagpipes, and lived ina
200 year old farmhouse near the ocean.

After a year of teaching in Platteville, Wisconsin, at
the University of Wisconsin, she returned home to
Pocatello, Idaho, to teach at Idaho State University
for eight years. Here she taught courses in algebra,
trigonometry, calculus, probability, and statistics;
but at the same time, she took courses in biology and
business and deveioped a strong interest in en-
gineering.

In 1979, Rosanna accepted a position as an engineer
at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory in
Idaho Falls. Using a combination of computer code
assessment and simulation of reactor accidents, her
work thereincreases the safety of nuclear generation
of electric energy. Computers can be programmed
to simulate fuel, thermal, and hydraulic responses
in a reactor during normal operation and abnormal
incidents. Rosanna has modeled hypothetical inci-
dents in several U.S. commercial reactors as well as
the actual nuclear accident at Chernobyl in the
Soviet Union. She has developed and analyzed
strategies useful in preventing or mitigating severe
nuclearaccider s for people who designand operate
power plants.

In spite of the responsibility and intensity of her
daytime job, she has never given up her love for
teaching and continues to teach college-level math-
ematics for the University of Idaho and Idaho State
University in the evenings. She finds helping others
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to learn mathematics and instilling confidence in
them is "important and exciting." She particularly
enjoys dispelling the myth of feminine mathemati-
cal incompetence.

Rosanna has written for professional journals and
presented numerous papers on nuclear engineering
nationally and internationally at conferences of the
American Nuclear Society and Severe Accident Re-
search Scientists. Asa member of the National Idaho
Engineering Laboratory Speakers Bureau, she has
spoken at high schools in the area. Shealways stres-
ses the point that women need not settle for ordinary
stereotyped roles but can become "viable and
respected members of the scientific community."




SUSAN R. CUSHING
Dentist

As a child, Dr. Susan R. Cushing had an intense fear
of dentists which is why, whan she entered dental
school in 1977, she was determined to become a
dentist who was kind, gentle, and as painless as
possible.

Born June 28, 1955, in Boston, Massachusetts, Susan
did not always want to be a dentist. Although two
of her favorite subiccts in school were math and
science, she aisc »njoyed dramz and arts and crafts,
especially sculpting. She loved working with
people and animals, and her intention on entering
Boston College (B.C.)in 1972 was to become a
veterinarian.

During her four yearsat B.C., her experiences, most-
ly through work study activities, gave her a taste of
the medical field: research on growth hormone ef-
fects on caterpillars, cancer in rats, and estrogen
levels in rats exposed to marijuana. However, her
first encounter with a woman dentist left her with
such a strong, positive impression that she began to
seriously consider the possibility of dentistry for
herself.

This thought, because it was so new to her and
because there were so few role models around, took
an entire year of research and heavy consideration
before the actual! decision was made. Nevertheless,
during this year, one experience particularly con-
vinced her to enter the field.

Her first job after graduating with a bachelor of
science degree cum laude and a double major (bicl-
ogy/premed and communications/theater arts)
was in the medical records department of a Boston
hospitai. However, her volunteer work at Tufts
University Cleft Palate Institute was a major in-
fluence. She said, "I really loved helping the dental
patients, except I kept wanting to forget about being
the dentai assistant, and just jump in and be the
dentist."

In 1977, she was accepted at Tufts University Dental
School and began four of the toughest years of her
life. Even the medical students were amazed at the
long hours dental students put in, hours that in-
cluded classes or clinical practice during the day and
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studying or lab work at night. Most difficult of all,
says Susan, was "dealing emotionally asa woman in
a male-dominated profession."” Susan was one of 30
women in a class of 160 and felt fortunate to be in
the class having the largest number of females ever
enroiled. Nevertheless, the male students often
treated women in the class insensitively, "as if we
had taken their male friends’ places in school."
There wer~ few women instructors and the male
ones were often distant.

A personal research project her senior year at Tufts
gave Susan scme knowledge to aid her in becoming
a compassionate and painless dentist. It dealt with
the use of acupuncture in dentistry, one of many
strategies she collected to help meet her goal.

Susan received her doctor of dental medicine degree
in 1981 and began work as an associate dentist in
Peabody, Massachusetts. At the end of one year,
after takinga vacationin Idaho, she prepared to take
another major risk—moving to Idaho. The state had
immediately felt like "home" to her, and on her
return to Massachusetts, she began to tie up her
patient load, renta U-Haul, and pack for Idaho.

C  rriving there, she discovered her dental license
wa: not valid in that state and in . ~der to practice
she wouid have to pass the Idaho Dental Boards.
Only one woman had ever passed this examination.
Afterone and a half years of studying and jumping
political hurdles , she became one of the first two
women dentists to practice in Idaho.

But this was only the first set of hurdles. Banl.s had
no fuads available to help women dentists set up
their own practices, so Susan worked nights and
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weekends in another dentist’s ottice. Finally, in June
of 1984, she opened her own family dental practice
inanofficeattached to her home, asituation she had
of*~n visualized as a means of extending hours for

Lent convendence. Though she was deeply in
debt, the dream was now realized, and it has ever
since provided fulfillment and satisfaction.

She married Curtis Miller, a CPA with a local firm,
in May of 1985. She had met him only five weeks
after moving to Idaho.

Susan has never regretted her decision to go into
dentistry and has found benefits she had never
before anticipateu suchas the challenge of becoming
an employer, training and guiding staff; and the
pleasure of sharing her expertise with the com-
munity. She has been the keynote speaker at the
American Institute of Medical and Dental Technol-
ogy and a presenter and planner of the Expanding
Your Horizons in Math and Science career con-
ference for young women.

In addition to career related activities, sheis actively
involved with the Junior League of Boise and for
pleasurc spends contented titne walking, cross-
country skiing, sewing, and reading. Shealso enjoys
three pets: two dogs, Patches and Yorky, and Hec-
tor, a rabbit given to her by a grateful patient.

Susan encourages women of all ages to enter den-
tistry and now definitely knows that what she
believed earlier is true - dentistry is a "perfect profes-
sion for women,; our hands are smaller than a man’s
and we are taught to be caring and empathetic with
others." She also believes that the course for wornen
will get smoother as more enter the field and as men
learn to accept them as "equals and dental profes-
sionals like themselves."

Her logo expresses the goal she set years ago, one
she has met through persistent hard work .ad
dedication:

"Bringing the gentle woman’s touch to your dental
needs."
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"If it’s interesting and creates positive social change,
I want to do it," are the words of Jeanne Givens, a
past Idaho legislaior and present consultant on so-
cial issues.

Jeanne’slife experiences have made heran experton
positive social change. Born in 1951 into a family of
six childrenas the daughter of Celina Garry and Jack
Iyall, she was taised on the Coeur d’Alene Indian
Reservation in Plummer, Idaho. She learned very
early the value of a strong family when times are
tough.

At Whitworth College in Spokane, Washington, she
studied to become a social worker and began her
work, continuing to this day, of helping other
people, particularly her Native American people.
She took a job as a foster care and adoption
caseworker at Catholic Family Services. Later she
became a probation counselor and tribal court ad-
ministrator.

She married Ray Givens, an attorney, in 1978, and
they moved to Coeur d’Alenc where they havelived
ever since, active in the community and Indian af-
fairs.

In 1982, at the encouragement of supporters, jeanne
ran for the Idaho House of Representatives. She
didn’t win, but this did not keep her from running
again in 1984. This time she did win and served
through 1988 as the first Native American woman
elected to the Idaho Legislature. In office, Jeanne
worked hard for social issues, such as daycare
licensing, a scholarship program for teachers,
tougher anti-discrimination laws, and health care
for Idaho’s senior citizens.

Excited by legisiaiion and wanting to do stiii more,
Jeanne ran for Congress in 1989. Had she won the
contest, she would have been the first Native
American elected to the U.S. Congress. However,
winninga three-way primary by 65 percent was not
enough to unseat the incumbent in the general elec-
tion.

Losing a race has never had any noticeable negative
effect on Jeanne. She is working as hard as ever. As
a legislative lobbyist, she helped to defeat a bill
threatening tribal sovereignty in the area of taxation.
Sheisalso co-producinga television serieson racism
and discrimination in the Spokane areas for Public
Televisicn.

Work remains to be done and Jeanne will remain
involved, particularly when that work will help Na-
tive Americans and other needy people. She
believes in Eleanor Roosevelt's philosophy "Live
your life wiuout regret.”




Susan Farrell Goodman has discovered that skills
gained in a wide variety of life experiences are ever
ready to be drawn upon and used again and again
in new ventures. She says, "We are a combination
of our experieances . . No Thinking, No Goal Stting,
No Risking, No Moving to Take Action create No
Learning or Progression.”

Her life today exempu:ifies her philosophy. As Board
Chair of four growing corporations in Idaho, she
draws daily on years of life experiences far removed
trom the boardroom.

Susan was born in rural Idaho, and at the age of six
was sent to live with an aunt and uncle, Winnie and
Roy G.~dma., in Boise, Idaho. They later adopted
her as their only child. She attended public schools
excelling in highschool ina college prep curriculum.
She was elected to National Honor Society and
named one of tenin her graduating class most likely
to succeed.

The summer of 1961 was spent in central Europe as
a participant in a history seminar. This experience
she views as both "a shock and an invaluable ex-
perience.” She returned with a broader perspective
on life.

On her return, she entered the University of
Washington as a freshman in clothing design.
Though she married in 1964, she continued her
studies and graduated with a bachelor of fine arts
degree in 1966.

Jobs of all kinds were open for college graduates in
the 1960s. Susan took a position in the aerospace
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industry where she worked in product develop-
ment, sales, marketing, and manufacturing.
Another job found her in the juvenile court system
working with juvenile girls in their evaluations,
writing placement recommendations and conduct-
ing group therapy sessions. She also worked as an
art professional instructing new teachers in art
projects for children. Realizing her skills were
marketable in many areas, she formed her own busi-
ness, Goodman-Smith.

In 1969, Susan’s husband was sent to Germany for
his tour of military duty. He served as a German
language translator for NATO. Eighteen months in
Germany gave Susanan opportunity to explore new
areas of interest. Having taken an intensive German
class, she practiced the language by shopping in
local establishments and traveling by bus and train
in order to communicate with the German people.
This ability to function in the German community
where some Americans felt foreign and incompetent
led to a new business endeavor. German clothing
and sizing fit neither the tastes nor the figures of
Americans. Consequently, she was hired by other
military dependents to shop for fabric, patterns, and
notionsand to sew clothing for them

In 1974, her son Royce wasborn, and that same year
she and her husband divorced. Susan went back to
Boiseand continued her businessin clothing design.
It proved to work well with childcare. She was able
to spend her time at home with her baby, yet nap
times and eveninghours could be used for construc-
tion and fitting.

At the suggestion of a friend, Susan began to
wholesale a simple line of women'’s clothing. Bou-
tiques in Washington, Idaho, Ulah, and Colorado
bought her creations. Though this business venture
only broke-even, it was a prime learning oppor-
tunity to gain knowledge in both manufacturing
and marketing.

Her father’s companies in petroleum and transpor-
tation took her inat an entry level position in 1976.
Bothare highly complex industries with regulations
requiring a complicated bookkeeping system.
Gradually she worked her way up through various
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levels learning each one well before moving to
ancther.

Her first major solo project was the transformation
of the billing system from a cumbersome outdated
mode to an efficient, automated one using mini-
computers. The process took long hours of research
and study, but in the end the new system was ex-
tremely successful.

By 1979, Susan had worked her way up to Vice
President of three corporations, and in 1980 became
Presiuent of Sun Corporation and President of
Goodman Corporations in 1983. When her father
died in late 1983, she took over his responsibilities
to join the few active female managers of large
volume businesses in the U.S.

Twelve years of fourteen-hour days and seven-day
weeks have brought her to an understanding of an
extremely complex business. Today she is busy
building and remodeling physical plants and per-
fecting management style.

By invitation several years ago Susan designed and
taughta course for women in management based on
her experience and philosophy gained from many
years of learning. The seven women who stayed to
the end experienced positive growth and insight
and fc.med a continuing study/support group at
the course’s conclusion.

Susan is a member of two international business
organizations, the Young Presidents Organization,
mostly male, and The Committee of 200, an all-
female association. In both groups, she finds
rewarding communication concerning common is-
sues, resolutions, and future world trends. She sees
this kind of dialogue as "a healthy departure from
nationalism to world communication."

Inlooking back on the ladder she has climbed, Susan
fully believes that people "move forward by setting
goals and finding ways to achieve them." Through
the variety of steps she has taken, some seemingly
off-track, each step has found its useful place in her
life, and in accomplishing each one, she has always
known she could do what she wanted to do.
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Barbara Radding Morgan believes in learning.
Though deeply saddened by the Challenger space
shuttle accidenton January 28, 1986, she, as the next
designated Teacher in Space, remains committed to
the goals of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA). Risk is necessarily as-
sociated with progress, and Barbara iswilling totake
risks to further the world’s learning. Because this
philosophy opens her to new experience, her life is
full and satisfying.

Barbara was born on November 28, 1951, in Fresno,
California. The daughter of Jerome and Marian
Radding, she grew up with four brothers. Graduat-
ing from Hoover High School in 1969, she went on
to earn a bachelor of arts with distinction in human
biology in 1973 from Stanford University. Her
teaching credential came from College of Notre
Damea Belmont, California, in 1974,

Family is an important element in her life. She mar-
ried Clayton Michael Morgan in 1978, and in 1987
their {irst child, Adam, was born. A second child,
Ryan, was born May 3, 1989. Barbara’s husband is
an accomplished writer and has published a novel,
shortstories, newspaper and magazine articles, and
participated in a variety of other journalistic
projects. They live in the mountains in the small
town of McCall, Idaho, 100 miles north of Boise.
Though somewhat off in the wilderness, they enjoy
the small community of 2,000 people, and Barbara
finds teaching her third graders at McCall-Donnelly
Elementary rewarding,.
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Teaching has always been a major source of
pleasure. Now in her fifteenth year of teaching, she
has had opportunity to observe the practice from
many perspectives. She began her career teaching
Indian students on the Flathead Indian Reservation
in Montana, and taught English and science to third
graders at Colegio Americano de Quito in Quito,
Ecuador, from 1978 to 1979. Regardless of the set-
ting, Barbara believes success in teaching lies in the
enthusiasm of the teacher. She says, "Love of learn-
ing is the most important thing a student can gain.
I'help my students love learning by sharingmyown
enthusiasm (for both learning and teaching) with
them, tapping into their interests, and creating
projects so students can learn by doing."

Barbara’s classroom does not focus on textbooks but
on active participation. Students learn astronomy
by viewingthe planets firsthand throughatelescope
and creating their own planetarium of paper-mache
complete with spotlights, music, and narrative
soundtrack for visitors to experience in the
darkened classroom. They also invent their own
simple machines and produce puppet plays based
on the lives of famous people. Every activity is
designed to help each student develop his or her
potential with ample encouragement, opportunity,
and high expectation.

In her free time, which is rare these days, Barbara
indulges in her love of music. An accomplished
flutist, she has been amember and past acting direc-
tor of the McCall Chamber Orchestra, McCall
Chorale, and McCall Mandolin Orchestra. Though
demands onhertimemay cut down on performance
activity, she uses her fiute and sometimes the violin
to ease tension in her busy life.

Barbara is still very active with NASA. She was
selected in 1985 as back-up candidate for the Teacher
in Space Project and spent from September 1985 to
January 1986 training at the Johnson Space Center in
Houston, Texas. At this time, she became close

friends with Christa McAuliffe, the selected Teacher
in Space, and the rest of the Challenger crew as they
trained together. After theaccident, Barbara picked
up both hers and Christa’s speaking engagements
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and traveled around the country fromMarch to July,
1986. Now she works halftime for NASA, cor.tinu-
ing her work with the Educational Affairs Division.
She and 113 other teachers, known as Space Ambas-
sadors, communicate the goals and activities of the
program to the general public.

When NASA determines that a flight opportuninity
is available for a space flight participant, Barbara
wil! resume training at Johnson Space Center and
become the second teacher to travelin space. NASA
has given first priority to this endeavor as soon as
thetackload of cancelled and re-scheduled activities
on theiragenda is caughtup. She will be willingand

unafraid to step back into her astronaut role as well
as enthusiastic about contributing to the space effort
and eager to share her experience with others. Until
that day arrives, she has challenging work to do in
her roles as mother and teacher.

Sources:
“Barbara Morgan, Teacherin Space Designee."
Educators Today.(Winter 1987): 18-35.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), Educational Affairs Division.
Pamela Bacon, contact person.




Maria Salazar used to be called Mary Salazar until
she sent for her birth certificate and discovered that
her Mexican American parents had given her the
Hispanic name Maria. Somehow the name had been
anglicized when she entered school. Froud of her
Mexican heritage, she took her birth name and has
been known as Maria ever since.

Maria’s ancestry is Mexican; however, her family
has lived in New Mexico and Colorado for several
generations. Her mother’s father, a Quintana,
owned property in the San Luis Valley, one of the
earliest Hispanic settlements in Colorado. Salazar
Street in Valdez, New Mexico, may well have been
named after an ancestor of her father.

Married in 1918, her parents were migrant farm
laborers who followed the sugar beet crop. In 1938,
when Maria was five years old, they moved to the
Emmett Valley in Idaho with the encouragement of
her Uncle Roman, a sheepherder, who asked them
to farm land he had purchased. The family wasnow
composed of Maria and two brothers (one of whom
died at the age of 16). A sister was born a year and
a half later. When Maria was nine years old, her
parents purchased a farm. Her father died in 1987 at
the age of 93. Her mother remains in Emmett.

Maria liked school and excelled. Particularly fond
of writing, she was editor of her high school
newspaper. She graduated as salutatorian of her
high school class, the first Hispanic to ever do so,
and went on to Boise Junior College, now known as
Boise State University, on an academic scholarship.
There, too, Maria edited the weekly campus
newspaper. Onanother scholarship, sheentered the
School of Journalism at the University of Oregon
and graduated in 1955 with the distinction of Out-
standing Woman Graduate in the School of Jour-
nalism.
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Throughout her school years, Maria’s parents gave
her strong encouragement. Her father, who was
self-taught, and her mother, unable to read or write,
were pleased to see their daughter achieve academi-
cally. While she milked cows and worked in the
fields alongside both her parents in the summers,
she was always in the classroom once school was in
session.

After college, Maria worked as a copywriter for an
advertising agency in Eugene, Oregon, for a year
and a half. Interested in pursuing a career in adver-
tising, she knew she must move to either San Fran-
cisco orNew York City, advertising certers, to make
a serious attempt. "I was too scared to go to New
York," she recalled, so she chose San Francisco and
secured a job as production manager in an ad agen-
cy.

InSan Francisco, shebecameinvolved asa volunteer
in the Young Christian Workers (YCW), an activity
that was to change the direction of her life. The goals
of the group, a Catholic social action organization,
were comparable to later civil rights organizations:
achievement of worker rights and benefits, decent
wages, and fair treatment for minorities. Maria took
part in door-to-door youth organizing in the San
Francisco area south of Market, and also edited the
YCW newsletter. The association served to raise her
consciousness of civil rights and gave her good
training in a community service organization.

Newspaper reporting and editing were her next
endeavors, first, for The Monitor, a northern Califor-
nia, religious weekly newspaper, where she
produced two women'’s pages weekly and wrote
features. Next, she traveled to Wilmington,
Delaware, to work for the Delmarva Dialog with
responsibilities thatincluded not only reporting and
writing, but copy editing, designing all of the 12-
page lay-outs, and planning and producing special
sections.

In the East came her first realization of the overt
discrimination against blacks. As a Hispanic, dis-
crimination was not unfamiliar to her, but her ex-
perience had always been with more subtle forms.
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During her first week in Delaware, she observed a
frightening and sickening Ku Klux Klan rally.

Two years later, Maria knew she would returnto the
West coast to live and work, but wanted first to
experience life in the nation’s capital. She soon
found a job with the U.S. Civil Service in
Washington D.C. in the public information depart-
ment. It was only after she was on the job that she
came to realize her Mexican American status had
gotten her the job through the agency’s newly in-
stituted affirmative action policy.

After her year in Washington D.C,, she returned to
the San Francisco Bay area and took up active com-
munity work by coordinating an effort to gain fund-
ing from the United Way (UW) for long-term
economic assistance for Hispanics. Efforts were
directed through the Spanish Speaking Unity Coun-
cil, afairly new branch of the National Council of La
Raza, which had been established with a major grant
from the Ford Foundation.

The efforts were successful and for the first time in
its history, the UW began to fund Hispanic com-
munity-based organizations. The Oakland-based
East Bay Spanish Speaking Citizens Foundation, or-
ganized to provide bilingual social services to
Hispanic people, was one of the groups to receive a
grant. Maria was appointed director. She estab-
lished information/referral and casework services
for Hispanic adults and families in Oakland and
Union City, and set up a youth service center for
first-time juvenile offenders. She increased the
Foundation’s annual financial level from $17,000 to
$350,000, using additional funding sources.

This position led to a job with the City of Oakland
coordinating their Community Development Block
Grant program, working with citizen and neighbor-
hood groups. During her years in Oakland, Maria
helped organ‘~~ a Chicano Political Forumand used
her writing and advertising background in a suc-
cessful campaign to elect the first Higpanic city
councilmember in Oakland. Similarly, she helped
elect thefirstHispanic supervisor in Alameda Coun-
ty. In 1977, Maria returned to Emmett, Idaho. Her
parents were aging and she felt she was the most
able of the children to move there to be available if
needed.

She recalls with grim humor her job search in Idaho
which began in Nampa at the state employment
~ffice. A white woman reviewed her resume and
then called in a Hispanic man to meet with her. He
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turned out to be the Migrant Seasonal Farm Worker
Specialist. Was it her name or her Hispanic features
thatassured the employment clerk that Maria’s only
job possibility wasas a seasonal farm workerdespite
a college degree and managerial experience? Even-
tually, she was offered a managerial position with
the Idaho State Lepartment of Employment where
she worked for six years in increasingly more
demanding roles.

In 1983, Maria became the first Hispanic to receive a
gubernatorial appointment to direct a state agency
inIdaho. Governor John Evans appointed her direc-
tor of the Idaho Office on Aging where she served
for three years managing an annual budget of $5.7
million for programs to assist needy elderly people,
especially the homebound, poor, disabled, or sick.

Her present employment is with the Idaho Migrant
Council where she coordinates an AIDS Education
and Prevention Program initiated in 1988. Efforts
are directed at migrant families and individuals
who, because of a lack of information or misinfor-
mation, are potentially at risk of being impacted by
the disease.

In 1988 she wrote of a chapter on the history of
Mexican-heritage Hispanics in Idaho. The chapter
will be included in The Peoples of Idaho, a book to
be published by the state’s Centennial Commission
during 1990, Idaho’s centennial year. In researching
published histories of Idaho, Maria found scant in-
formation about Hispanics in Idaho, even though
census records and newspaper accounts place
Mexicans and Spaniards in the territory during the
mining era of the 1860’s.

"The omission of Hispanic history from Idaho school
curricula is a reflection of the insensitivity toward
Hispanics in Idaho,” says Maria, and "that gap
directly affects the self-esteem of Hispanic school
children.”

Maria is an active member of IMAGE, a state-wide
non-profit organization which holds a yearly
Hispanic issues conference. She assisted with
promotion and publicity for the conference in 1988
which took place in Boise, the capital city, and at-
tracted more than 3,000 persons.

"Don’t be afraid to try various careers," Maria ad-
vises young people, especially Hispanics, "but make
sure you begin with a good education. Stay in
school; get that college degree. And wherever you
go, whatever you do, remember the richness of your
heritage as an Hispanic and as an American.”
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Janice Marie Dawson is one of the few who have
climbed their way to the top of their profession
through hard work, hands-on experience and drive.
No college degree greased the process. She did it;
but she doesn’t recommend it. She feels a college
degree would have opened doors for her and, at
least in the early part of hor career, might have been
a definite advantage. Now Vice President of Institu-
tional Sales and Service at First Interstate Bank, she
sees many things, if nct higher education, that did
help her along the way.

Early influences cannot bediscounted. Jan was born
February 5, 1939, in Columbus, Ohio. Her parents
were typical middle-class Midwesterners who
worked hard and expected their three daughters to
do the same. Jan’s mother, unlike most women of
that time, was an employed mother . Jan cannot
remember a time when her mother did not work
outside the home as well astake care of family needs.
A series of excellent mentors along the way who
pushedand encouraged Jan certainly helped as well.

One of Jan’s frst jobs was with Columbia Natural
Gas Company in Columbus where she worked for
23 years. “he excelled and was promoted to a super-
visory position in the customer service department
where she oversaw 40 employees. This wasa 7 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. job with 15 minutes for lunch and not
much more rest the entire day. She learned dis-
cipline here and a work ethic that has served her well
since. Sometimes she jokes with present banking
colleagues asserting that everyone should spend a
year with Columbia Natural Gas.

Jan began her banking career in Iowa Des Moines
National Bank, now known as Norwest Bank, in
Des Moines, Jowa. She was placed in charge of
marketing their day and night teller ~ystems. It was
her job to sell these systems to airports, stores, and
other appropriate locations. She reported directly to
the bank chairperson who later was able to aid her
in finding a job in Portland, Oregon, where she and
her former husband moved in 1978.

Jan was accepted into First Interstate Bank’s
Management Training Program in 1978, promoted
to Manager of Pension Administration Services and
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thenin 1984 to her present position as Vice President
of Sales and Services.

She loves herjob. Because she goes out into the field
selling company packages and training company
employees to use package services, she meets a
variety of people, not merely company executives
but the regular banking workfcrce whom she en-
joys. Unlike many banking professionals, she is not
tied to a desk.

She also enjoys the challenge of her job. A major
highpoint of her career came when she single-hand-
edly sold a total employee retirement/savings pro-
gram, known as a 401K package, to a large
corporation. In the face of nine other competitors,
her presentation wen them over. Itis triumphs such
as this, combined with the people contact, that make
her profession exciting.

As a woman in a male-dominated profession, she
has never felt disadvantaged. She strongly believes
that "if you do the right things, you will be treated
right." She has spent many years in supervisory
positions and has never encountered resentment
toward her because she is a woman. Her manage-
ment style accepts people as equals. "I never ask
more of my employees than I would ask of inyself."

Occasionally, she regrets not having a college de-
gree, buthas cometo realize that business savvy and
practical experience are invaluable assets. Recer.«ly
she wasasked to speak to a class of doctoral students
at the University of Oregon on marketing. She was
surprised that she was asked, but the instructor
assured her that book knowledge is never as useful
as firsthand experience in the field.
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Jan is feeling comfortable in her career right now,
although she would like to switch from marketing
to management. Her success in marketing, how-
ever, makes this an unlikely company decision.
Another goal is to retire early at age 55 or 56 and
commit herself to volunteer work in the community.
She is already active in a number of community
organizations but feels an obligation to give more to
a community that has been so good to her. With
these words in mind, orie could imagine that Jan’s
success was simply a gift from the community. Such
gifts do not materialize without hard work, deter-
mination and productivity on the individual’s part.
Jan excels in all three areas.
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Significant decisionsled to significant changesin the
life of Roberta M. Janssen, a major in the Oregon
National Guard. From a young nun in New York
City, to a seventh grade teacher in San Diego,
California, to a military leader in Oregon, she has
been unafraid to take risks, accept responsibility,
and excel.

Born September 10, 1947, to Robert Meyer and Stella
Perez, Roberta spent her earliest years living the
nomadic life of a Navy man’s daughter. Moving
constantly was never a problem for her; in fact, she
always enjoyed meeting new people and seeing new
places. However, the military tradition left a lasting
mark on her and became a strong influence, surfac-
ing later in her life.

Another strong influence was the Catholic Church.
Atan early age, Roberta became convinced that she
wanted to train and board with a Catholic religious
community. In August of 1960, at age 13, she flew
to New York City to join the Daughters of Divine
Charity. Not only was this her first airplane trip, but
it was her first act of independence, the exertion of
a will to turn goals into realities. Encouraged by her
mother, she practiced this determination
throughout the rest of her life.

High school inNew York City was more than study;
itallowed her to do volunteer work in poor areas of
the city and to travel. On completion, she entered
Novitiate, "the bootcamp of Catholic religious com-
munities” in Roberta’s words, but did not spend the
usual two years in quiet contemplation. As Sister
Roberta, she worked in a residence hall for yorng
woinen and at the same time became a full time
student at Marymount Manhatten College. She
began teaching elementary school and continued
her education at Fordham University part time.

Travel was still a part of her life and in the next four
years she lived and taught in five different places:
New York City and Staten Island, New Brunswick
and Passaic in New Jersey, and San Diego, Califor-
nia.

In San Diego, she worked regularly with teenagers
on retreat weekends and volunteered twice a week
to counsel young women in juvenile detention hall.
Roberta has a definite philosophy concerning coun-
seling. She considers it a "trust", a "commitment to
give individuals guidance and decision making
tools.” She says, "Attempting to make people in
your image is selfish and does not give them the self
esteem they will need to face their world. Encourag-
ing and offering an example . . . is what's needed."

During this period she graduated from Fordham
University, the first one in her family to be
graduated from college, making it a special high
point in her life.

At age 26, Roberta was now ready for new challen-
ges. She left her old life and departed for the
Northwest where she enrolled in the University of
Portland in a master’s program in education. She
accomplished this goal in 1976 and returned to the
classroom to teach full time.

Even before receiving her master’s degree, Roberta
had joined the Oregon National Guard spending
one weekend a month as a soldier. Her father’s
influence had begun to manifest itself, and the ap-
peal grew stronger as she went through a rigorous
basic training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, and
definitely as she entered the Oregon Military
Academy upon her acceptance in March of 1976.
Her class at the Academy was composed of 40 men
and only 3 women, and Roberta became the first
Oregon National Guard woman to graduate from
the Oregon Military Academy. She ranked third in
her class and was commissioned a Second
Lieutenant in the Signal Corps on March 25, 1977.
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Roberta’s husband Ron Janssen, whom she married
in 1976, pinned on her gold bars. Roberta credits
Ron for giving her the encouragement, respect, and
support necessary to meet the demands of the
military.

After ten years of teaching, she was ready for a major
career change. Her weekend activities became her
profession when she was hired as the first woman
to hold a management level position in the Oregon
Military Department. Her goal in this job has been
toencourage women to join and excelin the Nation-
al Guard. She has worked extensively with the
Equal Opportunity Officer to recruit and promote
qualified women and minorities; and as Federal
Women'’s Program Manager and member of the
Special Empbasis Advisory Board, shehasprovided
information and educational programs especially
for women, such as a Women'’s Conference in 1986
which attracted some 280 women in the Guard.

Though she held both a full-time and part-time job,
she enrolled in a Public Administration Program at
Portland State University and earned a master’s de-
gree in 1986. This opened a new area of interest -
politics. From there she became involved in the
Women's Political Caucus. Thisassociation has be-
come an avenue to support legislators who address
issues affecting women and families. She endeavors
to make people aware that "their actions now will
determine how their children willlivein the future."

At present, Roberta isa major in the Oregon Nation-
al Guard. She and two other women, Major Adria
Hernandez and Captain Marilyn Woodward, are
part of the primary staff of the 741st Supply and
Service Battalion, the first time women have held
such prominentrolesin the Oregon National Guard.

Roberta credits much of her success to the teachings
of her Spanish mother, Stella Perez, whose family
originally came from Avila, Spain, to South An.crica
and upinto San Antonio, Texas. "I'mglad I had such
a strong mother. She taugnt mel could do anything
if I just put my mind to it."

Decisions have brought Roberta to where she is
today, but decisions do not stop nor do goals. Her
present goals include all of the following: 1) learn
Spanish, 2) finish Command and General Staff Col-
lege, 3) begin a doctoral program at Portland State
University in Public Administration and Policy, 4)
be a Battalion Commander, and 5) attend Army War
College.

She does not take decisions and goals lightly. She
fully believes, "Opportunity alone cannot make
things happen. Only those who have prepared
themselves for those opportunities will be able to
achieve goals they have set.”
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GLADYS MCCOY

County Commissioner
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Gladys McCoy, Chairpersen of the Muitnomah
County Board of Commissioners, has had a deep
desire to help others since her graduation from high *
school in Chattanooga, Tennessee, in 1945.

There were limited options for blacks in the early
years in the segregated South. During high school,
her ambition in life was to become a secretary.
Shortly before she entered Talladega College in
Alabama, her life goal changed to becoming a social
worker because, though she wasn’t sure what social
work involved, she knew she wanted to help people.

Gladys was born into the family of Lucille and
Tillman Simms, which included three other
children. Luciiie had ¢ nly a grade school education
and worked as a cock. However, she had high
aspirations for her children and dreamed that some-
day one of them might go to college and become a
nurse, a social worker, or a teacher. During the time
she raised her children, 1920 to 1945, most of the
aspirations of young black people were stifled in the
paralysis forced by discrimination. Nevertheless,
Gladys did rulfill her mother’s dream, graduating
from Talladega with honors in 1949 with a
bacheior’s degree in sociology.

Her first job in social work called her to Portland,
Oregon, where she was an assistant in the teenage
program of the Young Women’s Clxristian Associa-
tion (YWCA). This job was part of a long-range plan
to gain one year’s experience in the field and then
travel to Boston for graduate school to earn a
master’s degree in social work (MSW). The plan
went no further than her experience in Portland.

During that first year in Portland, Gladys met Wil-
liam (Bill) McCoy, now a state senator. He pursued
her until she revealed that her pian did not include
him. He curtailed his attention to her which caused
her to reconsider. In the end, she decided Bill
McCoy might be worth a change in plans. Bill was
bright, hard-working and Christiar. All in all, he
was a good reason to aciust a young svoman’s fu-
ture. They now have Meen married for 38 years.
They are the proud parents of seven young adults,
who enrich their lives, along with five
grandchildren.
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Important to note is that after the seventh child.
Gladys eniolled in Portland State University and in
1965, completed the work for her MSW degree.
During those years, Bill and she were active mem-
bess in the Christian Family Movement. This pro-
gram puts responsibility on each family member to
do his or her share in keeping the household
together. Gladys says she could never have
managed graduate school had her family not
worked together, cach one doing a fair share.

From that time to the present, Gladys has embarked
on one activity after another, all carefully designed
to fulfill her goal articulated many years ago — to
help people. In the late 60’s, she directed social
services for Project Head Start in the Vancouver
school systcm. Working to provide educational
help to young children of disadvantaged families
was in her words "my biggest challenge.” She, also
developed, implemented, and coordinated parent
training to support the program. She loved the
work, ard her success brought her to the attention
of the Por!land community.

In 1972, Gladys ran for the Portland School Board at
the urging of friends and associates. Her victory
was the beginning of her present political career.
She served two four year terms on the school board.
During this period she uisc taught college level cour-
sesin sociology at Clark College, Pacific University,
Portland Community College and as faraway as the
International College of Caymen Isie in the British
West Indies.
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From 1975 to 1978, Gladys serve as State of Oregor:
Omsbudsperson, a positionappointed by thegover-
nor. The responsibilities included handling c.tizen
complaints ahout state agencies, creating the first
constituency reporting system for legislators, and
establishing communication among all
Omsbudspersons and client assistants at both state
and national levels.

Gladys waselected to the Multnomah County Beard
of Commissioners, the first black to hold this office,
in 1978. She was re-elected in 1982. In 1984, she
gave up her seat on the County Board to run for
Portland City Council. She lost that bid but two
years latermounted a successful campaign, winning
the 1986 election for Multnomah County Chair.

Since taking on the responsibilities of a County
Commissioner, Gladys has been active 2nd innova-
tive. She initiated the Future of Local Governments
Group in which locally elected officials can com-
municate and collaborate on inter-government is-
sues. Shealso created a pilot Civilian Conservation
Corp for unemployed youth. Thegoal wasto enable

young people to learn skills and gain work ex-
perience while providing needed conservation and
human services for the community. Gladys has
said, "l think meaningfu! work is critical in the

development of our young people."

Recently she has been involved in countering the
effects of drugs and crime by setting up special
police protection in Columbia Villa, a housing
project in which she and Bill once lived. She hopes
to bring back the secure and wholesome environ-
ment she remembers.

Though Gladys' life has been filled with community
work, her family has remained a high priority. In
1980, shewasselected Portland’s Mother of the Year.
In fact, her goal of helping people, both in her own
family and outside, has been met over and over
again.

To Gladys, all of her accomplishments have been no
more than an ordinary way of life. When asked to
be a part of this publication, her response was "but I
haven’t done anything special.”




GAIL NAKATA
Dentist

Dr. Gail Nakata’s life has been a series of challenges,
some small, some major, but none was able to stop
her from meeting her goals. Today as a prosperous
dentist in Portland, Oregon, with her own practice,
she canlook back and sinile at the stumbling blocks
she was able to surmount.

Gail’s parents, as Japanese Americans dvring World
War II, were incarcerated by the U. S. government.
This sudden, unjust disruption in their lives and the
racial prejudice suffered as part of it are influences
that left lasting marks not only on them but on their
two daughters, Nancy and Gail. Family, friends,
and home are zignificant values, and the fear of
unexpected trauma never goes away.

Both daughters were encouraged 0 do well in
school and became two of the very few Jupanese
American girls in their community to go o graduate
school and begin professional careers.

Cultural p-oblems happen to even third generation
Americans. Gail still remembers a school
psychoogist who administered an intelligence test
to her in the first grade. Seated across a table from
Gail, the test giver asked a series of questions
designed to determine her understanding of leftand
right. The difficulty arose when the psychologist
did not make it clear whether the answers choild be
Gail’s left or right or the examiner’s. Pcliteness in-
stilled through cultural training told Gail to refrain
from asking clarifying questions which might be
consicdered rude. Therefore, to keep appearances,
she gave part of the answers from her point of view
and part from the examiner’s. Consequently, she
was recorded as not being able to distinguish left
from right.

Prejudice also showed itsface fromtime to time. An
eighth grade teacher once told Gail that she was glad
to know Gail was considering piano teaching as a
career. Sucha profession might bring her inte social
circles that "might otherwise be unavailable.”

One of Gail’s boyfriends cooled their romance on
learning she was entering an education field in an
area few women of their community had ever ap-
proached before. He saw this as inappropriate be-

havior. Even Gail wondered herself at times if her
female mind was suited for a university education.
Her first exam in her first class at Portland State
University came back with a grade of D, Gail was
embarrassed as this class had been described to her
by friends as a "Mickey Mouse course anyone could
pass with ease.” Her mother consoled her by telling
her that not everyone had to go to college. Rather
than giving her a reason to quit, this comment
released some of the pressure she was feeling and
she decided to keep trying. Her grades improved as
she learned the techniques of college survival.

Unsure of her career goal, she entered dental
hygiene school simply because a friend did. Not
long afterwards she was contacted by a friend of her
aunt, Dr. Shoun Ishikawa, a practicing dentist. Dr.
Ishikawa offered her a part time job. Asshe watched
him in reconstructive work and patient rapport, she
became more and more excited about dentistry - not
dental hygiene, but dentistry. Dr. Ishikawa knew a
female dentist in California and encouraged Gail to
pursue dentistry.

At about the same time, Gail found herself helping
a young man in his first year of dentistry. At first
she had gone to him for help with upper division
math and science, but found that she could actually
understand and do his coursework. It was at this
point she gained the confidence to try dental school.

Gail was the first dental hygienist to enter the
Oregon Dental School, yet by her senior year there
was one in each class. She felt under enormous
pressure tc succeed, not only to pave the way for
others, but to prove herself as an Asian woman.
Both race and sex discrimination were present, and
the coursework was demanding. Years later after
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graduating, Gail came back to the school as an As-
sistant Professor and requested thata certain faculty
member, one who had experienced problems in ac-
cepting an Asian woman asan equal, beher teaching
pariner. Today, they are friends.

Though a major hurdle was simply getting through
dental school, the financial burden of setting up an
office was substantial. Equipment, supplies and
support staff are expensive. Initially, she joined Dr.
Ishikawa in his practice, but after seven years of
saving, she opened her own office just down the hall.
They see each other every day.

In 1985, Gail married Dr. Paul Feldman, a clinical
psychologist. He has become a key ingredient to a
life Gail now finds balanced and fulfilling.
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MOHAVA (MO) NIEMI

Business Owner and Manager
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Mo’sclam chowderhas areputation that spreads far
beyond Oregon boundaries. It’s known as the best
on the Oregon Coast. Some call it the best in the
world. It all started about 40 years ago when
Mohava Niemi, known by all as Mo, and a woman
friend started a restaurant business on the pic-
turesque waterfront of Newport, Oregon. This tiny,
rustic restaurant still exists very close to the way it
began, but five others in various locations on the
coast have joined it along with a chowder factory
that ships chowder base all over the world.

When Mo and her friend Freddie Kent opened their
business, both were recently divorced and had
children; Freddie, three; .o, two. The restaurant
venture was supposed to support hoth familiesand,
in addition, provide a place for the children to work
as they were growing up to make money for their
individual needs. Only two of the five children ever
really took advantage of this as they found easier
ways to make money.

The restaurant prospered. At that time the only
restaurant in town open 24 hours a day, Mo’s
catered to the early bird fisherman and the all-hours
tourist. With the combination of good food, good
service, and authentic waterfront atmosphere, it be-
came the favorite of visitor and local alike. They
liked the long wooden benches where they might sit
with strangers soon to become friends, the menu
neatly written on a chalkboard on the wall, clean
checkered oilcloth, freshly baked pies, and out-
rageously good chowder.

Freddie died of cancer when the business was still
young, and Mo carried on, expanding as the need
arose but never changing the mainattractions, espe-
cially the chowder. Mo’s chowder has mysteriously
evolved from the best efforts of a series of good
cooks. All six restaurants and the chowder factory
use the same recipe, tested and perfected over time.
The base is sold in Safeways all over the world; the
customer need add only milk, butter, and a dash of
paprika. Somehow it never tastes quite as good as
it does in the restaurant, however.

Legends about Mo’s have ariser. through the years,
but the most well knownis the car-hrough-the-wall

episode. Early on the morning of July third (Mo
doesn’t remember the year) while two men pur-
chased a thermos of coffee for a fishing trip, an
over-sized Buick came crashing through the street-
side wall of the restaurant. A woman, wife of one of
the men, sat sheepishly behind the wheel with two
little boys in the backseat. The restaurant was al-
most demolished. No one was hurt, however, and
Mo’s stayed open. Patching up what could be
patched, they served meals as usual, and when the
insurance check came, they put in, not a new wall,
but a garage door still there to this day. Mo recalls
one of the little boys saying, "It ain’t nothin’ new.
She done the same thing to our garage."

Though the restaurant business has taken upa good
portion of her life, Mo spent time on other projects.
She worked for KNPT, Newport’s local radio sta-
tion, for 21 years. Many Newport citizens recall the
radio shows Mo presented. Mostly they remember
her distinctive voice; deep toned and gravelly, this
voice kept the community informed for years.
Managing a nightclub called High Tides, which
started as a favor for a friend but lasted nine years,
was another endeavor.

Her management style is admired but not easily
duplicated. She believes in rewarding good
employees and set up the routine of providing free
breakfasts for all the help including a number of
people from surrounding businesses. For many
years until coffee prices became exorbitant, coffee at
Mo’s was free foreveryone, employee and customer
alike. She has also taken groups of employees to
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Hawaii funding most, sometimes all, of the trip for
them.

Travel has brought her great pleasure. She hasbeen
all over the world, but her favorite countries are in
the East, especially the Phillipines and China. She
loves the Chinese people, their philosophy,and their
way of pleasing a customer. From offering tea to the
customer to making sure every item purchased is
tailored to fit perfectly, whether the body or mind,
they are experts in customer satisfaction. Mo recog-
nizes good business when she sees it and knows
such service is rare in the U.S.
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Mo’s granddaughter runs the business today while
Mo relaxes in her apartment overlooking the
waterfront and busy Yaquina Bay. Though some
people have complained ah~ut "plastic” changes on
the waterfront, which means neoned modern build-
ings amongthe quaint tishplants and antique build-
ings like Mo’s, Mo likes the changes. "It couldn’t
stay the same," she says, and no one knows better
than Mo about necessary changes. She holds fast to
what is valuable but welcomes the new.
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FLOY PEPPER

Educator and Counselor
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When considering a woman like Floy Pepper, it isn’t
easy to find words to describe her work and her
person because her accomplishments are so far-
reaching and her character so remarkable. Portiand
State University faculty came close in an inscription
engraved onaplaque presented to Floy on herretire-
ment:

Our faculty honors you, Floy Pepper, for
your outstanding qualities and your contributions as:
a gifted teacher
a pioneer in educating handicapped children
an active spokesperson for human rights
an internationally respected educator
a noted author
a person with spirit
an assertive and courageous woman
an imaginative and far-sighted leader
a caring person
Floy, you have enriched our community and we
appreciate the example you have set for us all.
Your friends and colleagues in the
Special Education Department
School of Education, Portiand State University

Floy is all of these things and though today she isin
her early 70’s, she continues her lifelong work in
education by writing and conducting workshops.

A Creek Indian, Floy was born March 14, 1917 on
her father’s Indian allotment land near Broken
Arrow, Oklahoma. After graduating third in her
class at Broken Arrow High School, she went on to
Oklahoma State University where she became the
youngest student to graduate with a master’s de-
gree. ,

Thus she began a long career in education, teaching
first at Fort Sill Indian School for the Bureau of
Indian Affairs. Here she met and married Gilbert
Pepper, a Kaw Indian, and shortly after, they were
transferred to Chemawa Indian School in Salem,
Oregon. At Chemawa, seeing that most of the stu-
dents, representing a number of different tribes, had
little knowledge of their heritage, Floy initiated
courses in tribal history.

In 1941, her first child, James Gilbert Pepper, was
born, and the family moved to Vanport, Oregon,
where her husband went to work as a foreman in the

shipyards, and Floy became Acting Director and
then Head Teacher for Vanport Nursery Schools.
Her daughter, Suzanne Marie, was born in April
1944.

Discrimination against Native Americans was a
frustrating element in their lives. Overpriced car
insurance as well as problems acquiring charge ac-
counts, bank firancing, and even good seats in res-
taurants plagued them. Floy wrote letters to the
governor and newspapers. Governor Sprague sent
an insuranceinvestigator, but Floyended up driving
across the river to Vancouver, Washington, where
she could get regular prices for car insurance.

In 1945, Floy became the first minority teacher to be
hired by Portland Public Schools. This came only
afterFloyinitiated acandid discussion involving her
Indian heritage and its implications to hiring proce-
dures. She taught home economics in the Portland
system for 18 years.

Though Floy pioneered sex education for seventh
and eighth grade students, including classes for
their parents, home economics teaching became
secondary as she became more interested in the area
of counseling ard guidance. In 1960, she entered
Oregon State University to gain a certificate in this
field. Here she encountered Dr. Rudolf Dreikurs, a
prominent psychologist and leader of Adlerian
psychology in the United States. He wasconductng
a class on the maladjusted child. Floy was exciied
by these new theories and began writing them into
the Home Economics Child Care and Relationship
curriculum. Later she was invited to co-author a
book with Dr. Dreikurs and Bronia Grunwald en-
titled Maintaining Sanity in the Classroom. This
text, published by Harper and Row in 1971 and
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revised in 1982, has become a standard in teacher
education and has been translated into German,
Greek, and Hebrew.

Working for Multnomah County Education Service
District, Floy was Head Teacher of the schooling
section of Edgefield Lodge, a residential treatment
center for emrotionally disturbea children. After
seven years, MCESD severed relations with
Edgefield Lodge and moved Floy and the Emction-
ally Disturbed Program into the central office. Floy
and Mickey Roberson began to integrate the Pro-
gram for Emotionally Disturbed Children into the
public schools. They developed a method of shared
decision making by addressing the academic and
behavioral needs of children and involving them in
setting objectives. This helped students to under-
stand the process and to cooperate in reaching the
objectives. The program’s concepts of equality,
mutual respect, and positive relationships were
highly successful and attracted observers from
Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Holland, Sweden,
England, Switzerland and all over the United States.

In 1975, she and Ms. Roberson founded the Rudolf
Dreikurs Institute forthe counseling of children and
families. At the same time, she taught two courses,
